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the dwellers in Egypt, from Syene to Meroe, were not
Ethiopians but Arabs."

*' It seems to us, therefore, the only rational opinion to
suppose that Mizraim, the son of Ham, and the first
colonists, passed out of Asia into  Lower Egypt, and
settling at Heliopolis or Memphis, laid the formation of
that marvellous kingdom, whose wisdom, arts, and labour
have given to it a singular and imperishable fame.   The
pyramids in the vicinity of Memphis are the most ancient
of the monuments, while those of its rival Thebes scarcely
go beyond the eighteenth dynasty.    Besides, the Isthmus
of Suez offers the most natural and probable passage from
Asia into Africa, (it has been the pathway between the
continents for every important expedition,) and it plainly
would conduct the emigrants into Lower Egypt.1   The
most distinguished Egyptologers now adopt this or a
similar view, such as Bunsen in his recent and popular
production.9    Hieroglyphical records' show that Egypt
was named the "land of Ham" from the earliest period,
and Egypt and Cairo are universally named Misr or
Musr, at the present day.   Phoenician story speaks also
of Miser, who is evidently Mizraim, being the ancestor of
Tautus, Thoth, or Hermes-Trismegistus.   Nay, more, one
of the gods of the first class was named Kham, whose
name and mystic attributes seem to identify him with
Ham, the father of the Egyptians.

" The long periods of chronology to which the ancient
history of Egypt lays positive claim are sufficiently start-
ling. Manetho demands many thousands of years as the
prior period of his country's duration, while Herodotus,
in referring to the alluvial deposit which the Nile had
spread over the country, speaks of its accumulation as
capable of being effected during twenty thousand years,

1 See Wilkinson, vol. L p. 2.
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